
Old Dutch saying…

When the wind really blows strong…

…some build Castles…

…others build Windmills…



As a Collective we have now, 

through the Sustainable Use 

Coalition – southern Africa 

(SUCo-SA)
reached the stage where we 

have to, and can, build 

Windmills



The First Windmill:  
Groundwork for the SUCo-SA Initiative – April 2021



…and because we recognize the jeopardy inherent in the so-called 
“working vision” of the HLP of experts and the protectionist, 
biocentric, and neo-colonialist conservation narrative DFFE is now 
seemingly starting to support…

Against our track record as a collective of responsible practitioners 
of sustainable use of our renewable natural resources… 

…we as practitioners of an inclusive economic sustainable 
wildlife management regime for all South Africans, say that we 
have, as a collective, proven that we have…



Earned the 

Right to 

Speak



To be heard and taken seriously as “fellow travelers” is 
the challenge we as a collective face but will master.

The truth as well as scientific and economic fact will 
be the basis of our collective speak

…We have Earned the Right to Speak…

Our right to successfully execute our chosen 
professions is assured by section 22 of the Constitution 
as section 24 of our Constitution assures our right to 
speak on our environment.



…We have Earned the Right to Speak…

- Mountain Zebra      - from   ± 80 > 2,790 - 32,1 % private owned 

- Bontebok               - from   ± 19 > 7,800 - 87,5 % private owned

- Black Wildebeest    - from  ± 500 > 17,700 - 88,7 % private owned

- Roan antelope       - from   ± 150 > 2,500 - 92,0 % private owned

- Sable antelope       - from  ± 450 > 5,000 - 90.0 % private owned

- White Rhino            - from   ± 40 > 17,000 - 30,0 %  private owned 

- Black Rhino            - from   ± 30 > 1,960 - 23,0 % private owned 

- Blesbok                  - from   ± 2,000 > 250,000 - 90,0 % private owned

- Blue Wildebeest     - from   ± 7,000 > 570,000 - 75,0 % private owned

For bringing back game numbers from where they were
<1950 to where they were in 2015

Flack 2011
WRSA 2015

>10 million game animals of different species on game ranches - 2021
Taylor, WA; Child, MF; Lindsey, PA; Nicholson, SK; Relton, C & Dabies-Mostert, HT. 2021.  South Africa’s private wildlife ranches protect globally significant populations of ungulates.  Biodiversity and Conservation 22 September 2021.  



Limpopo 
Exempted 

Game 
Farms 
2014

…for re-wilding
>18 million 
hectares of 
agricultural 

marginal land 
resulting in 

serious habitat 
rehabilitation…

…We have 
Earned the 

Right to 
Speak…



87% of Black Wildebeest on re-wilded farmland

95% of Roan Antelope on re-wilded farmland

97% of Sable Antelope on re-wilded farmland

88% of Bontebok on re-wilded farmland

90% of Blesbok on re-wilded farmland

97% of Oribi on re-wilded farmland

…for growing the numbers of endangered species…
…We have Earned the Right to Speak…



After the rhino slaughter in 
Kruger National Park and on 

ranches and reserves
over the past 6 years, this 
figure is definitely higher

…> 65% of the world’s white 
rhino are on re-wilded farmland 

in South Africa

…for re-wilding the South African Landscape…

…We have Earned the Right to Speak…



Responsible and sustainable 
hunting of ranched lion also 
give the very few dwindling 

wild lion populations in 
southern Africa “breathing 

space”

…for proving that ranched lion can be released into the 
wild with confidence and thus make a significant 
contribution to the conservation of the species…

…We have Earned the Right to Speak…



…We have Earned the Right to Speak…
…for protecting our hunting heritage & traditions by annually 

contributing > R20 billion to the national economy…

Furred
game

Feathered
game

Acknowledging game ranchers



…We have Earned the Right to Speak…

…for respectfully 
commemorating the animals 
we harvest from the wild and 
through which we make an 

additional annual contribution 
of > R500 million to the 

national economy…



…and to maintain and live our heritage and traditions…

…our people have all 
earned the right to display 
and live their traditions and 
are entitled to wear skins of 

game animals, which 
portray their status and their 

cultural adherence. 

…We have Earned the Right to Speak…



SUCo-SA  - Most Prominent Objectives
SUCo-SA is a public NGO in application to also be a NPO 

To stand in solid, unified, protection of all forms of legal sustainable use 
including the responsible production and management of renewable 
natural resources; 

1

(thus, working for the cause)

To correlate, create and become a repository for credible scientific and 
practical knowledge supporting the doctrine of sustainable use;

3

To strive to ensure that where sustainable use is not legal, but should be, it is 
caused to be made to become legal; 

2

To create capacity to ensure positive influence in every sphere of policy 
affecting all aspects related to sustainable use, and habitat conservation;

4



SUCo-SA   Website – https://suco-sa.org.za



SUCo-SA   Facebook – https://www.facebook.com/SustainableUseCoalition.southernAfrica/



SUCo-SA Short-List of Areas of Focus to Dec 2022

Continuous Data collection (7 areas of Research – with PHASA Foundation)

“Building bridges”:  Opening formal communication (DFFE, Dept of Tourism)

Coordinated and continuous contact with internationals (IWMC, SCI & FACE)

1

2

3

IUCN & CITES: Involvement with, and participation in their activities

Monitoring and contribution to proposed Bio-Lab certification scheme (WRSA)

Transformation in sector (not entitlement nor welfare orientation nor BBEEE)

4

5

6

Litigation (investigate lion bone export permits & leopard hunting quota)

Continuous social media, media and press communications campaign

7

8



Child, B. 2021. Building a sustainable multi-billion dollar wildlife economy.  Presentation at SCI AWCF, 8-12 November, Kasane, Botswana 2021 

Since 
1991

Since 1977

If this is the result of 
private initiative, finance  

and hard work to 
enhance our wildlife 

through habitat recovery 
(re-wildling), why are we 

silent 
about it ?

(possibly the SSS syndrome ?)



The SUCo task seems daunting…

…but we take heart from the wisdom 

of the Dalai Lama, when he says…

”…if you think you are too small 
to make a difference, try 

sleeping with a mosquito…" 



Thank you for 

affording us your 

valuable time 

and for allowing 

us to speak.


